
Newsletter February 2014 

 

To all interested parties, 

Our committee would like to send you a brief overview of the organization‘s projects during 

the year 2013. For further information feel free to see our website www.hrafnkelssaga.is  . 

 

From December 2012-  February 2013 committee members held presentations og the 

organization‘s main goals and ideas for cooperation projects with teachers, Rotary members 

and others interested.  These presentations aroused enough curiosity to provide the orgaization 

with more opportunities and possibilities. 

We recieved a request from he Local Library in Egilsstaðir, Bókasafn Héraðsbúa,  to assist in 

preparing a display about the viking age and our organization of enthusiasts of Hrafnkels Saga 

Freysgoði and historical tourism of the Fljótsdalshérað district. The display was originally 

expected to be available for guests to enjoy for one month, but as a result of the attention it 

received, it was allowed to stand for 3 months. 

  

The annual general meeting (AGM) had to be 

postponed until the beginning of June. It was then held 

at the elementary school in Brúarás, Hlíð where, aside 

from traditional meeting agenda, guests also enjoyed a 

display of viking clothing which had been made at or 

in connection to a course held by the organization the 

year before. A few new members were welcomed and 

the present committee was re-elected. 

 

 

 

The Smart Guide for the historical trails of Hrafnkelssaga and other events and stories in the 

district has been downloaded and used by a number of travelers, both Icelandic and foreign. 

Most of it is free, some parts may cost a few dollars. 

The organization received a grant of 200.000 kr. from the Cultural Council of East Iceland to 

use in making an addition to the Smart Guide for the Hróarstungu area which has many points 

of historical value and was said to be place of events or pathways in both Droplaugarsonar 

Saga and Fljótsdæla Saga. 

http://www.hrafnkelssaga.is/


The theatrical group in Fljótsdalshérað was called upon to discuss further cooperation 

regarding our Hrafnkelsdagur day of events and skits about Hrafnkels Saga, but though a new 

foreman showed much interested, the possibilities could not be further pursued at that time. 

After having to delay for a day due to bad weather conditions, we held our annual celebration 

of Hrafnkell Freysgoði on Sunday, August 4th with a total of 53 participants. Some of our 

guests started their day with the bus trip following the saga trails of Hrafnkell Freysgoði, 

stopping along the way to listen to tails told by Páll Pálsson from Aðalból. At Aðalból in 

Hrafnkelsdalur, their final destination, all guests received the opportunity to participate in fun 

viking-age activities such as games, sports, dancing, card-weavin, needle-binding and making 

iron, as well as eating grilled horse steaks and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On Friday, September 13, 2013, at the annual Autumn Teacher Conference in East Iceland, 

our organization received the opportunity to meet with teachers from elementary schools in 

East Iceland and present ideas of how to connect the sagas to the classroom. (For the 

document of ideas see our website www.hrafnkelssaga.is ) As the sagas provide clues of daily 

life during the viking age, they connect to any subject and provide the perfect opportunity for 

teachers who like to cooperate with other subjects or teachers. Luckily enough, Mr. William 

R. Short, from Boston MA, U.S.A. was in East Iceland that day, and gave a short presentation 

of some other ideas as well as his organization‘s work which can be found on the website 

www.hurstwic.com  .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hrafnkelssaga.is/
http://www.hurstwic.com/


 

The committee has recently reviewed last year‘s work and discussed the coming months. Here 

are the organization‘s main projects for 2014. 

 

 Smart Guide of Hróarstunga. 

 Cooperation with a group of enthusiasts in Vopnafjörður to continue their work with 

the saga trails of that area. 

 Cooperation with an interested party regarding historical information in 

Stöðvarfjörður.  

 Cooperation with the junior college in Egilsstaðir, Menntaskólinn Á Egilsstaöðum, 

where students participate in gathering information for a tourist guide or signs in 

historical places in Hróarstunga. 

 Annual General Meeting on Sunday, April 6th at 3:00 pm at the Guesthoust in 

Egilsstaðir (the old Egilsstaðir farm). 

 Celebration of Hrafnkell Freysgoði 2014, Sunday, August 3rd.  

 

Future project to keep in mind: 

William R. Short will be recording films of passages from the sagas in the Western fjords 

(especially Gísla Saga Súrssonar) during the summer of 2014 and would like to continue such 

work in East Iceland during the summer of 2015. 

 

 

We thank you for your interest and participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Félag áhugamanna um Hrafnkelssögu 

og sögutengda ferðaþjónustu á Héraði 


